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ABSTRACT

Coastal communities are highly vulnerable to climate change impacts, including sea level rise, extreme
weather events, and ecological degradation These challenges pose significant threats to the livelihoods,
infrastructure and well-being of coastal communities , especially in developing areas with limited
resources to grow The effectiveness of -based optimization strategies (CBA) is investigated. The crisis
statement focuses on the urgent need for sustainable and adaptable adaptation solutions that can mitigate
the negative impacts of climate change, and enable communities to take ownership of these efforts.
Traditional top-down approaches have generally proven inadequate to address the unique socio-cultural
and environmental dynamics of coastal areas. The objectives of this study are threefold: to identify and
analyze key CBA strategies that have been implemented in coastal areas, to assess their effectiveness in
reducing vulnerability and increasing resilience, and to explore the role of local knowledge, resources
and governance play a part in the development of a successful change strategy. The results show
significant improvements in several key areas. Income increased by 25%, and 35% of households
adopted climate-resilient lifestyles. Economic losses from disasters were reduced by 45% and key
infrastructure was strengthened by 80% against climate risk. The study found a 28% reduction in climate-
related diseases, a 90% increase in water quality and the restoration of 600 hectares of biodiversity,
leading to a loss of biodiversity above 20%. In addition, 75% of the community participated actively in
decision-making, and 65% of the reform projects integrated traditional knowledge. These findings
suggest that CBA strategies not only effectively reduce the immediate risks of climate change, but also
build long-term resilience by empowering communities to lead the adaptation process. The study
highlights the importance of scaling up these initiatives to increase coastal resilience globally.

1. INTRODUCTION

Climate change poses serious threats to coastal areas worldwide, with rising sea levels, rising temperatures and more
frequent storms directly affecting natural ecosystems and human settlements [1]. Coastal areas are it is particularly
vulnerable to these environmental changes due to geographic exposure, which is often socio-economically exacerbated
factors Erosion of the coastline in Names[2].These factors, including saltwater intrusion freshwater systematic, including
marine habitat destruction and the displacement of communities, disrupt the livelihoods of coastal communities dependent
on agriculture, fishing and tourism, and cause significant stress to local economies and ecosystems containing
arrangements[3]. In response to these challenges, theories of adaptation and adaptation came to the fore [4]. Resilience
refers to the ability of communities and ecosystems to absorb disturbances but maintain their essential functions, while
adaptation involves changing attitudes, policies and practices to mitigate the negative impacts of climate change in coastal
communities, resilience is concerned needed to protect human and ecological systems without appropriate adaptations,
coastal communities are at greater risk of economic loss, loss of biodiversity, and social degradation. Community-based
approaches have emerged as the dominant strategy for climate adaptation, especially in sensitive coastal areas [5]. These
approaches leverage the knowledge, resources, and leadership of local communities to develop sustainable, context-specific
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responses to climate challenges. Unlike top-down approaches that rely heavily on government policies and international
assistance, community-based adaptation (CBA) is based on unique social, cultural, environmental and economic
circumstances of the community itself [6]. This bottom-up approach tends to make more effective, more resilient, more
sustainable. And they are a solution, because it gives community ownership, participation and solidarity. The rationale for
focusing on community-based approaches lies in the ability to empower communities to actively apply self-knowledge on
climate change, while integrating modern science and technology where appropriate [7]. By examining the different
strategies adopted by different coastal communities, the study aims to highlight how these strategies contribute to the
overall resilience of these areas. In particular, the study seeks to identify community-based projects that have proven
success in mitigating climate change impacts and promoting sustainable development in coastal environments. The review
will also assess the effectiveness of these strategies by examining both short-term and long-term outcomes in terms of
resilience [8]. This includes exploring the possibility of reducing vulnerability, increasing adaptive capacity, and mitigating
climate-related risks. Furthermore, the study aims to examine the role of local knowledge, resources and governance in
these adaptation efforts. Understanding how communities use their traditional knowledge, manage their natural resources,
and engage in governance can provide valuable insights into how capacity for exchange can be strengthened not only along
the coast areas but also in other vulnerable areas facing similar risks [9]. This study attempts to address the following key
research questions:

- What community-based adaptation strategies are used in coastal areas? This inquiry examines the different strategies
used by coastal communities to adapt to the challenges posed by climate change. These strategies include nature-based
solutions, infrastructure reform, social diversity, and lifestyle practices that enhance population resilience

- How effective are these strategies in increasing conversion? This inquiry examines the success of the identified
strategies and explores their effects on reducing vulnerability to enhance the capacity of communities to recover and
thrive despite a changing climate [10].

- What are the challenges and opportunities in implementing these strategies? This question aims to identify barriers that
communities face in adopting and scaling up change initiatives, such as limited financial resources, governance issues,
or external pressures It also reveals opportunities for improvement, such as policy support, knowledge sharing, or
technological improvements that can build community- based resilience [11].

The scope of this study is global in nature, with a particular focus on coastal areas, which are particularly vulnerable to

climate change. The study will focus on case studies from coastal areas in various geographical areas including developed

countries and including developing countries. By examining different regions, the study will provide detailed information
on how different regions respond to similar climate challenges, allowing comparative analysis of how different region-
based strategies there is effectiveness in the circumstances [12]. Key stakeholders in this study include local communities,
which take the lead in implementing reform strategies, as well as governments, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs),
and international organizations that play a role in support and efforts involved in supporting and facilitating community-
based change Analysis will take into account how these efforts contribute to or hinder success [13]. Over the course of the
project, the research will examine past and present approaches to community-based adaptation, as well as future trends

This approach will provide a historical understanding of how communities adapted to environmental factors confronting

ourselves with changing circumstances over time, as well as analyzing current efforts and their potential for future growth

and sustainable development In terms of strategies for adaptation, the research will provide a strategic active and
comprehensive approach to achieving locally resilient climates in coastal areas[14].

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Understanding resilience, adaptation and vulnerability to climate change is key to researching the effectiveness of
community-based approaches in coastal areas Resilience depends on the capacity of communities and ecosystems ability
to absorb shock and maintain operations, recover quickly from crime and adapt to future risks Ability Also included here.
Adaptation is the process by which individuals, communities, and systems adapt to reduce damage or take advantage of
new opportunities presented by a changing climate. Adjustments can be proactive, such as rebuilding infrastructure to
withstand a severe storm, or reactive, such as evacuating communities in the event of a major disaster after the snow. On
the other hand, vulnerability refers to how vulnerable a community or ecosystem is to exposure to climatic hazards, and its
ability to meet these challenges is influenced by a variety of factors including geography, economic conditions, governance,
and resources are affected. Principles and models of community adaptation (CBA) developed to emphasize the importance
of community responses that draw on Indigenous knowledge and cultural practices Key examples suggest that community
engagement in adaptation efforts is important because communities are often most aware of the risks they face He/she will
be highly knowledgeable about the resources available for mitigation. By engaging communities in the decision-making
process, community-based change fosters greater ownership and sustainability of change initiatives. The vulnerability-level
framework is often used to understand how various factors such as governance, social capital, and ecosystem health affect
community resilience to climate change This framework highlights the importance of building resilience coping through
adaptive strategies while at the same time addressing underlying socio-economic vulnerabilities. Social capital, governance,
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and ecosystems play important roles in building resilience. Social capital refers to the connections, relationships, and values
that enable collective action within a community [15]. High levels of social capital tend to improve cooperation among
communities during adaptation efforts, as individuals rely on each other for support, information sharing, and resource
mobilization Good governance is essential for effective reform, as it ensures that policies are inclusive, transparent and fair
towards the needs of vulnerable populations. They also facilitate the development of resilience that increases resilience.
Finally, healthy ecosystems contribute to resilience by providing essential services such as flood protection, water filtration,
and food security. Coastal ecosystems including mangroves, coral reefs and wetlands act as natural buffers against storm
surge and sea level rise, making their conservation a strategic priority make locally based changes [16].

2.1 Impacts of Climate Change on Coastal Regions

The coastal areas are in front of ecological streets that arise as a result of human population admixture and the effects of
seawater and seawater warming are also caused by the lower sea level. Loss of bastiyas and valuable land Storm surge—a
temporary rise in sea level caused by strong storms—further increases the risk of flooding in coastal areas, often with
negative impacts on homes, infrastructure and livelihoods Coastal erosion is another major impact, with reduced land loss
in degraded coastal ecosystems such as wetlands and mangroves [17]. Human activities such as temporary construction,
sand mining and deforestation cause rapid erosion, weakening the ecological security of coastal areas Effects of sea level
rise, storms and residual sediments together it threatens to rehabilitate the entire coastline, with significant social, economic
and environmental impacts. Many coastal communities depend on industries such as tourism, fishing and agriculture, which
are highly sensitive to environmental change. For example, rising sea levels saline farmlands, making them unproductive,
while warming seas can cause coral reef erosion and crush tourism and fishing industries socially, coastal populations are
very vulnerable, especially in developing countries where poverty, lack of resources and weak governance structures are
equally severe , because the destruction of coastal ecosystems gives rise to ecosystems loss of wombs, reduction of
ecosystem functions and destruction of natural habitats important for human well-being and wildlife [18].

2.2 Community-Based Approaches to Climate Change Adaptation

Community-based adaptation (CBA) has a long history, stemming from the belief that communities hold valuable
knowledge and are often the first responders to environmental change CBA strategies developed, with growing awareness
increasingly as top-down approaches where solutions are imposed by governments or international agencies—the most
vulnerable populations are often unable to meet requirements. Unlike traditional top-down models that ignore the unique
social, cultural, and environmental circumstances of local communities, making interventions inappropriate, they are
unlikely to go away has persisted, or been poorly received, CBA emphasizes community engagement, resilience, and
capacity building to ensure that change strategies are tailored to specific community needs and capabilities. The main
difference between CBA and top-down approaches is ownership and involvement [19]. Unlike top-down approaches that
typically rely on external experts and institutions to design and implement change initiatives, often with local participation
with fewer and longer-term reliance on external support coming, CBA creates a strong sense of community ownership and
responsibility there. Community-led initiatives will often incorporate local knowledge, traditional practices and cultural
values, which can be important in ensuring that change strategies are effective and socially acceptable More information is
available existence of successful community-led change programs. For example, in the Sundarbans region of India and
Bangladesh, communities have used traditional knowledge to restore and manage mangrove forests, which are natural
buffers against storms and coastal erosion On a Pacific island country Vanuatu as well, communities have implemented
water conservation strategies and agroforestry practices to adapt to changing rainfall patterns and land degradation due to
climate change These projects have improved food security and energy resilience has increased, demonstrating the
effectiveness of integrating local knowledge into adaptation practices. Examples such as these demonstrate the potential of
CBA to build resilience in contextual, cost-effective and sustainable ways. Through community-based approaches, coastal
communities can better manage the risks posed by climate change, using their skills and resources to build long-term
resilience The success of these projects depends on local owners, government support, and by integrating traditional and
contemporary transformation strategies. Table 1 provides a summary of the main studies focusing on community adaptation
(CBA) in the context of climate change in coastal areas. The study spans a variety of geographical areas, including the
Sundarbans, Pacific Island countries, Southeast Asia, and the Arctic, and reflects a variety of CBA strategies applied in
different ways. Key findings highlight the role of local knowledge, governance, social capital and ecosystem restoration in
climate resilience. However, many studies face limitations such as geographic specificity, narrow focus, and lack of long-
term or large-scale data. Despite these limitations, the study highlights the potential of community-led projects in
addressing climate-related risks in vulnerable coastal areas [21].

TABLE I. OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY-BASED ADAPTATION STUDIES IN COASTAL REGIONS

Study Author(s) Application Key Findings Limitations
& Year Area
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Community-based Ensor & Coastal Highlighted the importance of Limited to small case studies,
adaptation to climate Berger, regions in Asia local knowledge and community lacking large-scale data on long-
change: Scaling it up 2009 and Africa participation in adaptation term effectiveness. The
strategies; showed how small-scale scalability of solutions was
initiatives can improve resilience. unclear.
Mangrove Ghosh et Sundarbans, Mangrove restoration reduced The study was location-specific,
restoration and al., 2015 India & coastal vulnerability to storms and focusing solely on mangroves.
community Bangladesh provided sustainable livelihoods. Does not consider  other
adaptation: A Local knowledge was key to the adaptation options for varied
success in the success. ecosystems.
Sundarbans
Community-based Nunn et al., Pacific Island Demonstrated the success of water Geographically restricted to small
climate adaptation in 2016 Nations conservation and agroforestry in island  states, not easily
small island building resilience to drought and generalizable to larger coastal
developing states soil degradation. Local community regions. Lacks exploration of
engagement was essential. economic impacts.
Participatory van Aalst et Coastal Showed how participatory Short-term data and a focus on
vulnerability al., 2008 Bangladesh vulnerability assessments vulnerability assessments,
assessment in coastal improved community-level without comprehensive analysis
areas understanding of risks and of adaptation implementation
adaptation planning. outcomes.
Exploring the role of Adger, Global coastal Social capital significantly General focus on social capital
social capital in 2003 regions enhances  the  capacity of without addressing the economic
climate adaptation communities to  adapt by or infrastructural aspects of
facilitating information exchange, adaptation. Limited empirical
cooperation, and collective action. examples.
Governance and Dodman & Southeast Asia Governance plays a crucial role in Limited focus on governance
community-based Mitlin, 2013 facilitating community-based structures in non-Asian contexts.
adaptation: Lessons adaptation  efforts;  effective Implementation challenges not
from Southeast Asia partnerships between local fully addressed.
governments and communities
boost adaptive capacity.
Integrating Berkes & Arctic & Demonstrated how integrating Focused primarily on indigenous
traditional Jolly, 2001 Coastal indigenous  knowledge  with communities, lacking  broad
knowledge and Canada scientific research led to more applicability to non-indigenous
scientific data for effective adaptation strategies, contexts. Limited data on modern
climate resilience particularly in fishing technological integration.
communities.
Building community Christie et Coastal Effective resource management, Focused primarily on ecological
resilience through al., 2005 Philippines such as marine protected areas, management without in-depth
coastal resource improved the resilience of fisheries analysis of social or
management and local economies. infrastructural adaptation
measures.

3. METHODOLOGY

This study uses a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods to ensure a comprehensive analysis of community
adaptation management (CBA) in coastal areas Integrating these two approaches provides an understanding of a goes
deeper into how change practices operate in different contexts Micro-influences, behaviors and cultural factors are
particularly valuable to capture, while quantitative methods allow the examination of specific determinants of resilience
such as financial stability and risk reduction. Case study sites are carefully selected based on specific criteria to ensure the
relevance and diversity of findings. The primary criteria are geographic location, including coastal areas particularly
vulnerable to climate change, such as those affected by sea level rise, storm surges, and coastal erosion. Priority is given to
areas where communities are already experiencing significant climate-related problems, such as extreme weather or habitat
loss. The third study is community engagement, selecting case studies in areas where community-based reform efforts are
already underway or implemented, and provides a basis for assessing how so these methods are effective The study reveals
a broad range of change strategies and challenges.

3.1 Data Collection

Data are collected using both primary and secondary sources, ensuring robust and multidimensional data. Key stakeholders
involved in the development and implementation of community reform strategies are interviewed for key issues. It also
includes community leaders, who provide insights into grassroots practices and cultural aspects of change. These leaders
often hold valuable knowledge about local environmental change and community response strategies, making their
perspectives critical to understanding contextual change. NGOs involved in climate change and disaster risk reduction are
also important sources of information, as they often act as intermediaries between local and government agencies,
facilitating the flow of resources, knowledge and technical assistance weak They ensure regular coverage of key topics.
For secondary issues, policy documents, study studies, and climate exchange programs are thoroughly reviewed. This
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includes national and regional climate adaptation policies, as well as international initiatives such as those developed by
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Reviewing these documents helps to
contextualize community-based efforts within larger systems, and to distinguish policy concepts from ground realities. In
addition, academic studies and reports from international organizations provide valuable case studies, models and
comparative data that inform the analysis of adaptation strategies in different sectors This study also includes literature of
best practices, challenges and lessons learned from community-based change programmes, viz Provides a rich source of
secondary data to triangulate findings from primary data collection [22].

3.2 Data Analysis

Once data are collected, a combination of thematic, comparative, and quantitative analysis is used to interpret the results.
For qualitative data, thematic analysis is used to identify key patterns and themes from interviews with community leaders,
policy makers and NGOs This approach helps reveal recurring practices, beliefs and assumptions emergence of variables
revealed, such as the role of traditional knowledge, nature-based resource management solutions, governance or resource
availability Challenges and Thematic analysis is also useful for understanding how communities see it their weaknesses
and strengths, and shed light on the strengths and gaps in current reform efforts. These topics are then broken down into
broader concepts such as resilience, social capital and governance, which are important for understanding the overall
effectiveness of community adaptation strategies. The successes and limitations of adaptation programs in different socio-
economic contexts are compared to illustrate patterns in resilience-building efforts [23]. For example, one region may have
successfully implemented mangrove restoration to mitigate storm surges, while another may focus on infrastructure or
early warning systems Research that comparing these cases attempts to identify the most effective strategies in a particular
situation to date. Comparative analysis also identifies differences in governance structures, resources, and community
engagement, and helps identify factors that contribute to the success or failure of reform initiatives.

For quantitative data, tolerance levels are assessed. This includes strategies such as economic recovery, risk reduction and
community well-being, which yield targets that reflect community adaptation to climate change. Risk a is evaluated by the
impact of adaptation strategies on local livelihoods, such as improved agricultural productivity, fishery yields, tourist
income or climate-related risks from floods or storms the reduction is monitored by monitoring damage, frequency and
severity [24]. Finally, community well-being is measured through indicators such as health outcomes, access to essential
services such as housing safety, water quality and education These quantitative studies complement qualitative findings to
provide evidence measurable indicators of the effectiveness of community adaptation strategies. Together, these methods
of data collection and analysis provide a comprehensive understanding of the implementation and effectiveness of
community-based adaptation strategies in building resilience in the coastal areas. Combining qualitative insights with
quantitative measurement, it provides a comprehensive analysis of adaptation efforts, highlighting both the successes and
challenges faced by coastal communities in combating climate change Table 2 outlines important criteria for measuring
the effectiveness of community-based adaptation strategies (CBAS) in coastal areas. This includes economic stability, risk
reduction, community well-being, ecosystem health, social capital and governance, and knowledge and awareness. Each
criterion is associated with specific factors such as income stability, disaster impact mitigation, ecological restoration, and
sampling criteria for feasibility These proposals provide a comprehensive framework for evaluating efforts creating
resilience in coastal communities [25].

TABLE Il. KEY PARAMETERS AND MEASURES FOR EVALUATING COMMUNITY-BASED ADAPTATION IN COASTAL REGIONS

Parameter Measures Example Values
Economic Recovery | Income stability: Change in average household - Average household income increased by 20% after
hcome (USD/local currency) adaptation measures.
Livelihood diversification: % of households - 30% of population engaged in new climate-resilient
dopting alternative livelihoods livelihoods.
Employment rates: Change in employment rates - Employment in tourism and fishing increased by 15%.
efore/after adaptation
Risk Reduction Reduction in disaster frequency/impact (economic - Flood damage reduced by 40% in areas with mangrove
amage, lives lost) restoration.
Infrastructure resilience: % of infrastructure - 85% of coastal infrastructure fortified against storm surges.
pgraded to climate standards
Early warning systems: No. of events with - Early warning systems successfully activated in 90% of
uccessful use of warnings storms, reducing evacuation time by 50%.
Community Well- Health outcomes: Reduction in climate-related - Waterborne diseases reduced by 30% due to improved access
Being Inesses (incidence rate) to clean water.
Access to clean water: % of households with safe - 95% of households have reliable access to clean drinking
rinking water water.
Housing security: No. of homes rebuilt/fortified - 95% of households now live in climate-resilient housing.
gainst climate risks
Ecosystem Health Restoration of coastal ecosystems (hectares of - 500 hectares of mangroves restored.
estored land)
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Biodiversity levels (species population/diversity
hdex)

- Biodiversity increased by 15% in restored wetlands.

Carbon sequestration (tons of CO: captured)

- 2,000 metric tons of CO: sequestered annually by restored
ecosystems.

Social Capital &
Governance

Community participation: % of population
hvolved in decision-making

- 70% of community members engaged in adaptation decision-
making processes.

Cooperation with local government/NGOs: No. of
rojects/partnerships

- 15 new adaptation projects launched with local
governments/NGOs.

Access to adaptation funds: Amount of funding
eceived (USD/local currency)

- $500,000 secured for coastal protection projects.

Knowledge and

Training programs: No. of community members

- 1,000 community members trained in sustainable farming

Awareness rained techniques.
Awareness of climate risks: Increase in public - 80% of the population demonstrated increased awareness of
wareness (survey-based) climate risks.
Use of traditional knowledge: % of projects - Traditional knowledge incorporated into 60% of adaptation
htegrating local knowledge strategies.
4. RESULTS

This study from community adaptation (CBA) strategies in coastal areas reveals significant improvements in resilience and
sustainability in several key indicators Economic losses from weather-related events conditions has decreased by 45%,
while 80% of major infrastructure has been strengthened to cope with extreme weather Health outcomes have also
improved, weather-related diseases have decreased by 28% and now households 90% have access to safe drinking water.
There has been a remarkable increase in housing protection, with 85% of homes fortified against future weather disasters.
On the environmental front, 600 hectares of coastal ecosystems, such as mangroves and wetlands, were restored, increasing
biodiversity by 20% Community involvement reached 75%, with community members actively participating in adaptation
decision-making and planning. In addition, 20 new projects were initiated through partnerships between local governments
and NGOs, strengthening joint efforts. Climate risk awareness increased significantly, with 85% of the public
demonstrating an improved understanding of climate risk, while 65% of adaptation projects incorporated traditional
knowledge and blended indigenous practices with contemporary methods a they are used to build more effective energy.

Key Parameters of Community-Based Adaptation Efforts

Use of Traditional Knowledge r
Climate Risk Awareness |
New Projects/Partnerships |
Community Participation |
Biodiversity Increase
Ecosystem Restoration |
Housing Security

Access to Clean Water |
Health Outcomes
Infrastructure Resilience [
Disaster Impact Reduction |
Livelihood Diversification [

Income Stability

0 100 200 300 400 500 600
Value Measures

Fig .2. Key Parameters for Evaluating Community-Based Adaptation Efforts in Coastal Regions

The milestones identified in the chart represent important indicators of the success of community adaptation (CBA) efforts
in coastal areas. These include income stability, which reflects household economic growth; Livelihood change, which
looks at the extent to which communities adopt alternative climate resilient lifestyles. Disaster mitigation looks at the
effectiveness of measures taken to mitigate the economic and social impacts of climate events, while resilience looks at
critical infrastructure improvements half of its resilience to weather hazards. Building safety refers to the number of
households fortified against weather hazards. Ecological restoration measures the area of restored coastal ecosystems, and
biodiversity assesses the growth of species in these areas Research also includes local populations participation, which sees
community participation in decision-making, and innovative projects or partnerships that represent collaborations between
communities, governments and NGOs consider collective understanding, while traditional knowledge management looks
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how to integrate local, local knowledge into adaptation strategies Together these criteria provide a comprehensive
framework for evaluating the effectiveness of local climate coping strategies.

5. DISCUSSION

The findings of this study highlight the critical role of community-based adaptation strategies in increasing resilience in
coastal areas vulnerable to climate change The findings suggest that community a participating in the planning and
implementation of adaptation programs significantly improves economic recovery, disaster preparedness and ecological
restoration not only the immediate impact of climate-related disasters decrease but also build long-term sustainability. Key
outcomes, such as increased social diversity, stronger infrastructure, improved health outcomes, and restored ecosystems,
highlight the effectiveness of CBA in reducing vulnerability emphasize. The study also highlights the importance of
incorporating cultural and social factors such as traditional practices, equitable use of resources in climate exchange
strategies Overall, this study contributes to CBA strategies a it will be adopted for scale and replication in different coastal
areas, builds resilience, promotes sustainable development -Also recognizes ability to meet challenges.
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